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PEACE is taking its toll on the
British forces. MARK BREALEY
visited Germany to report on
€ demise of a proud regiment

YORKSHIRE soldiers who
shrugged off danger in
Northern lreland and the
Gulf are understandably bit-
ter at having to surrender to
men in grey suits — armed
with calculators.

But with cutbacks now the greatest
enemy of the British Army, the 4th/7th
Royal Dragoon Guards know they
must be sacrificed to ease the burden
on the tax payer,

The400-strong tank regiment will officiall y
ama ate on August 1 with the Chester-
based S5th Royal Inniskilling Dragoon
Guards, to form the Royal Dragoon Guards.
It will be the first merger to arise out of the
defence cuts announced last year, and will
see the pound note taking rare precedence
over military history and tradition.

Many of the soldiers — nearly all from
West Yorkshire — are filled with anger and
resentment over the a tion. But
they also accept their fate with dignity and
intelligence, knowing cutbacks are inevi-
table with the declining military threat.

It was in this mood they greeted their
Colonelin-Chief, the Duchess of Kent, who
visited their base in Detmold, Germany, for
the regiment's farewell parade.

In the sergeants' mess the night before the

rade, Sgt Nigel Whitaker, 35, of Bradford
foor, said: “I've been in this
n—giment for 18 yvears and we're like
a big family, so what is happening
to us now is some sort of divorce.

“It's a very traumatic experience
and I'm upset about it, but we'll get
on with it because there's n
else we can do.”

Another sergeant, father-of-three
Mark Inkester, 29, of Great Horton,
Bradford, sald: "“The best thing
about this regiment is the blokes.
Ninety per cent of us are from
Yorkshire, and we've got Yorkshire
grit and work well together, We can
mix with anyone, but Yorkshiremen
are honest and down to earth, and
see outsiders as wimps.

“Everyone was really worried
when the amalgamation was an-
nounced. Some of the lads wondered
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| if they’d have jobs. It's very sad,
| becaunse we're not just losing the
| regiment’s name, we're saying good-
| bye tolts tradition and history."

i Thecrude simplicity of theamalga-
| mation beuesihecrushirgfim ct it
[ Is dealing to the pride the
| soldiers,

| Both the 4th)7th and 5th have
! about 400 men and women each.
| Each is being halved to create the
- new 400-strong regiment, which will
be based at I’mﬁ']rmrn about 25
miles from Detmold.

|  The Army says there will be no
sackings. Every person lost in the
cutbacks is either choosing to leave
the Army, is being transferred to
another regiment, or is taking
voluntary redundancy.

It is a delicate balancing act to
make sure neither regiment feels
the other is getting a better deal,

involving the new uniform, cap
badge and hierarchy.

The most important thing for the
4th/7th is that the new Royal
Dragoon Guards headquarters will
be in York, so it will recruit mainly
from Yorkshire,

But on the other side, the 5th's
Colonel-in-Chief, Prince Charles,
will keep the t for the new
regiment, with the Duchess of Kent
becoming deputy

Royal

"We like the Duchess because
she's an approachable royal,” said
Lance Corporal Andrew Robinson,
28, from Holme Wood, Bradford,
“She's got time for the lads, and
she’s told us she’s upset about the
amalgamation."

The 4th/7th worked overtime to
prepare for the Duchess's final visit
to Detmold, a well-off town where a
former German World War Two

Chief,42, gets another
shot at school

military base has been home to the
r ent for nine years.

¢ 33-strong military band had
just a week to rehearse the music
for the 90-minute parade, with two-
hour practice sessions beginning
each day at 6am.

Bandsman Mark Holt, 20, from
Wilsden, who plays the cornet,
admitted he was nervous.

“It's my first and last big parade
with the regiment,” he said before
marc! on to the parade ground.

Morethan500relatives and friends
of the regiment were on the airfield
on a hright but bitterly cold day to
see the 180 soldiers taking part.

It was an impressive sight as the
adjutant’s commands brought about
synchronised twrns and moves,
without trace of the emotion welling
up inside.

The soldiers were then ordered to
march off the parade ground for the
last time, to the tune of On Dkley
Moor Baht "At.

peace-keepers
foreced to surrender

SYMBOL... A Chieftain tank used by the regiment f
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THE commanding cofficer of
the 4th/7th Royal Dragoon
Guards is leaving the Army
— 10 become a student,

Lieutenant Colonel Char-
les Thwailtes will begin a
degree In environmenial
management at Salford Uni-
versily in October — at the
oge of 42.

scale and speed of ihe
Army cuts, bul # was ac-
cepted they were inevitable.

"“We've reached a point In
the Army where cuts are
bound o happen,” he said.
“There's no other way of
going about things, and It
would be a waste of (ax-

payers' money had we walt- -
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“Fm quite looking forward  ed any longer.”
to not having responsibilit- The #iV7thwas born when mp cmxs'
{es such as those | have at two  cavalry - regiments
the moment,” he sald. amaigamated In 1922, but "
“l feel sadness with the iheir origins date back more WEDéih, THUR 7""
amaigmation, but | also feel  than 300 years. FR) 8th and SAT 9th MAY 92
great pride. The farewell The regiment played a big .
parade was an hisloric day, pari In the Allles’ success In PY
and we're now entering a the Gulf War. it has also
new ara." served In Palestine, North
Lt Col Thwailes seid he Africa, ' Northern ireland,
hed some fears over the Cyprus and Bellze 2
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